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Working to Finish Harvest  
 

Five days were suitable for fieldwork during the week 

ending November 29, according to the USDA, NASS, 

Michigan Field Office. Precipitation varied from 0.35 inch 

in the western Upper Peninsula to 0.98 inch in the 

northwestern Lower Peninsula. Average temperatures 

ranged from 5 degrees above normal in the southwestern 

Lower Peninsula to 10 degrees above normal in the Upper 

Peninsula and northeastern Lower Peninsula. The week 

began with warm and dry conditions, which allowed many 

farmers to progress in the fields before the Thanksgiving 

holiday, and rain arrived to hinder all field activities. Some 

areas experienced light snow cover as well. High moisture 

content remains a consistent stumbling block for growers, 

as time spent waiting at elevators also took away from 

time spent in the fields. The harvest of corn for grain 

continued to slowly move forward. Farmers reported 

visible mold on corn ears. Harvest progress varied from 

nearly complete in the Upper Peninsula to just over fifty 

percent complete in the west central. Growers who have 

completed harvest were working to complete fall tillage 

for the season. Reports on winter wheat were positive as 

the crop appears to have enough growth to sustain the crop 

through winter. Field activities for the week focused 

primarily on harvesting corn, fall tillage and clean-up of 

equipment for storage through the winter months. 
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Last Issue for 2009 
 

This concludes the 2009 Crop Weather season. Reports 

will resume in late April 2010. Monthly weather 

comments for the winter months, plus some weekly 

statistics for April will be available at www.nass.usda.gov. 

A special thanks to all of the regular Crop Weather 

reporters. Your time and effort made this publication 

possible and ensured an up-to-date and accurate 

representation of Michigan agriculture.  

 

Thank you! 

 
Soil moisture for week ending 11/29/09 

Stratum 
Very 

short 
Short Adequate Surplus 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Topsoil 

Subsoil 

0 

1 

0 

4 

77 

82 

23 

13 

 

  
Crop condition for week ending 11/29/09 

Crop 
Very 

poor 
Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Winter Wheat 1 5 25 57 12 

 
Crop progress for week ending 11/29/09 

Crop 
This 

week 

Last 

week 

Last 

year 

5-year 

average 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Corn, harvested 76 60 94 93 



  

  

 

Michigan Weather Summary for Week Ending 11/29/09 
1
 

Station 

Temperature 
Cumulative growing 

degree days 
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Precipitation 
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Departure 
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 1 Issued by the USDA, NASS, Michigan Field Office in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Commerce, Michigan State University's 

Cooperative Extension Service, Agricultural Meteorologist, Department of Geography, and Crop Advisory Team ALERTS. 
 2 Growing degree days (GDD) is the sum of daily mean temperatures minus 50 per day, 86 maximum and 50 minimum. The GDD is accumulative 

from April 1. 
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